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Log into the WFO website to access new member resources

Register now for the
8th International Orthodontic
Congress to take advantage
of reduced registration fees

The WFO recently launched the members-only section
of its website, www.wfo.org. Once you log in, you can pay
your dues, update your profile and have immediate access to
the full content of the Journal of the World Federation of
Orthodontists (JWFO).
The following screen shots cover the login process, as well
as the resources you will find once you are logged in.

The pre-payment plan is available
to WFO members, students
through the end of 2013

e
New Member Resources
Once you are logged in, you will land on the page above.

The Starting Point
#1: On the home page, select the link Log In.

#1 Select My Information to update your contact information
and demographics. You can add your office website and
update your techniques, etc. Please note: If you are a
member of the AAO, any updates you make to this section
will also change your information on file with the AAO.
The AAO and WFO share this membership information
via their database.
#2 If your WFO membership will expire within the next six
months, you may renew your membership online. Select
Pay Dues Online to renew your membership.
#3 Select Journal of the WFO to access the full content of
the Journal of the World Federation of Orthodontists.
You will see the following screen, which indicates you
have full access to the content. Make sure you register an
account with the JWFO. You will then be able to personalize
the site by saving searches and setting up e-mail alerts.

The Login Process
#1 Enter your e-mail address on file with the WFO.
#2 If you are a member of the American Association of
Orthodontists (AAO) and have logged into the AAO website,
www.AAOinfo.org, use your AAO website password for the
WFO website. If this does not apply to you, go to step #3.
#3 Select forgot your password. You will be asked to
enter your e-mail address (please use the e-mail address
on file with the WFO). You will then receive an e-mail that
will help you reset your password. Restart the login process
using your e-mail address and new password.

With less than two years until the 8th International
Orthodontic Congress® (IOC), now is the time to
make your plans to attend this extensive continuingeducation event. The British Orthodontic Society (BOS),
in association with the WFO, will bring the 8th IOC to
London, England, Sept. 27-30, 2015.
To make this program available to as many WFO
members as possible, the BOS has created a pre-payment
plan for the 8th IOC registration fees. All WFO members,
including WFO student members, may take advantage of
the pre-payment plan, which spreads out the cost of the
registration fees between now and 2015. The pre-payment
plan is available through Dec. 31, 2013. Those who register
with the pre-payment plan will receive a substantial
discount of £100 on the registration fee and will be
able to book social events and accommodations first.
A VIP check-in area and lounge will be available to these
participants at ExCeL, the convention center. A VIP travel
pack will be distributed to these participants as well.
Additional benefits will be announced as the 8th IOC
nears. Standard registration opens Jan. 5, 2014.
ExCeL, the venue for the 8th IOC, was also the site
of many of the 2012 Summer Olympic and Paralympic
events, and the scene of jubilant victories within the
sporting world. In 2015, London promises to be just as
enticing, as the legacy from the Olympics continues to
thrive, and the city will welcome the Rugby World Cup
in September 2015 as well.
The BOS is creating exciting continuing-education and
social programs for the 8th IOC. At this time, 19 speakers
have confirmed their participation. Details on the program
will be announced over the next few months.
For further details on the 8th IOC, the pre-payment
plan and online registration, please visit the 8th IOC
website at http://wfo2015london.org/.
See the related article on page 2.

WFO Executive Committee elects Dr. Thom as president-elect
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Dr. Thom will become WFO president in September 2015
The WFO Executive Committee
has elected Dr. Allan Thom, the
WFO vice-president, to serve as
president-elect for the next two years.
Dr. Thom will become president
of the WFO at the conclusion of the
8th International Orthodontic Congress®
(IOC) that will be held Sept. 27-30,
Dr. Allan Thom
2015, in London, England. The 9th IOC
in October 2020 in Yokohama, Japan, will mark the end of
his five-year presidential term.
The WFO Executive Committee members convened and held

[ page 2]

the election Sept. 19, 2013, while attending the 2013 British
Orthodontic Conference in Manchester, England. Dr. Thom
and Dr. Somchai Satravaha, both members of the current WFO
Executive Committee, were nominated for the position.
By 2015, Dr. Thom will have served 10 years on the WFO
Executive Committee. He is one of two representatives for the
region of Europe. He looks forward to serving the WFO in this
new capacity.
“Organizations need objectives, strategies and tactics,” Dr.
Thom said. “At any stage, change is inevitable for an organization,
but it is important the objectives of the organization remain
constant. The WFO’s objectives are established; its goal is to
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WFO launches membership promotion targeting full-time postgraduate orthodontic students
In less than a year, orthodontic student membership in the
WFO has almost doubled. Today, more than 900 postgraduate
orthodontic students from more than 60 countries are WFO
student members. Hoping to continue this growth, the WFO
Executive Committee has launched a membership promotion to
encourage more full-time orthodontic students to join the WFO.
As of Sept. 19, 2013, the WFO Executive Committee
suspended membership dues for new orthodontic student
memberships and student membership renewals. This dues
suspension will be in effect through Sept. 27, 2015. Prior to
this promotion, orthodontic student dues were $20 (U.S.
dollars) for a one-year membership.
Orthodontic students who wish to join the WFO must
complete a membership application, but they will not have to
pay dues through Sept. 27, 2015. Student memberships that
extend beyond this date will be subject to dues payments. In
addition, orthodontic students who renew their membership
during this period will not have to pay dues. However, student

membership renewals that extend beyond Sept. 27, 2015, will
be subject to dues payments.
The orthodontic student membership application is
available online at www.wfo.org and reflects the change to the
membership dues. Orthodontic students who apply must attend
an accredited orthodontic program as defined by a national or
regional association of orthodontists affiliated with the WFO.
“The WFO Executive Committee is thrilled that our student
membership is growing so quickly,” said WFO President
Dr. Roberto Justus, who is affiliated with two universities in
Mexico City, Mexico. “We hope to continue this trend through
this promotion. The orthodontic students are the future of the
specialty and this organization. The WFO is striving to provide
membership benefits to all of our members. With the newly
redesigned website and the Journal of the World Federation
of Orthodontists (JWFO), we have excellent online resources
for this younger group of members.
“While the WFO will inform orthodontic students of this

promotion, we also hope those WFO fellows who work with
orthodontic students will encourage the students to join the
WFO. I try to do this as much as possible as I am frequently
invited to lecture at major Mexican orthodontic meetings.
During my scientific and clinical presentations, I am able to
promote and speak on behalf of the WFO. Since the majority
of the attendees at these Mexican meetings are orthodontic
residents and recent graduates, I am able to reach out to them
in particular. This outreach has been quite successful as there
are more than 300 WFO student members from Mexico. I also
promote the WFO when I speak at meetings outside of Mexico.
The WFO Executive Committee hopes that this latest effort to
increase student membership will have excellent results.”
The WFO Executive Committee will evaluate the results of the
membership promotion during the 8th International Orthodontic
Congress® that will be held Sept. 27-30, 2015, in London,
England.

WFO Executive Committee selects 2 orthodontists to receive honorary fellowship in 2015
The WFO Executive Committee
voted to award honorary fellowship to
Prof. Nigel Hunt of London, England,
and Prof. Birte Melsen of Aarhus,
Denmark. The WFO will officially
recognize and bestow this honor
upon these orthodontists during the
th
8
International Orthodontic Congress®
Prof. Nigel Hunt
that will be held Sept. 27-30, 2015,
in London, England. Honorary
fellowship in the WFO is the highest
honor awarded by the WFO and is
presented to orthodontists who have
rendered outstanding service to the
specialty of orthodontics worldwide.
The WFO Executive Committee
selected the honorees when it convened
Prof. Birte Melsen
Sept. 19, 2013, in conjunction with the
2013 British Orthodontic Conference in Manchester, England.

Prior to this meeting, members of the WFO Council submitted
nominations to the WFO Executive Committee.
Prof. Hunt is chair of the Division of Craniofacial and
Development Sciences, and professor and head of the Unit of
Orthodontics at the Eastman Dental Institute, University College
London. He is also head of the Clinical Division of Craniofacial
Growth and Development, and honorary consultant at the
Eastman Dental Hospital, University College London Hospitals
NHS Trust. He also maintains a part-time private practice in
London. Prof. Hunt serves on two editorial boards and several
examination boards. He is an international speaker and has
published 99 papers, one book and several book chapters.
He serves as chairman of the British Orthodontic Society and
will become president-elect in 2015.
For 37 years, Prof. Melsen served as professor and chair
of the Department of Orthodontics at the School of Dentistry at
Aarhus University in Denmark and is now professor emeritus.
Prof. Melsen has authored more than 370 publications in the
fields of growth and development, bone biology, biomechanics,

interdisciplinary treatment, skeletal anchorage and tissue
engineering. She has maintained a part-time private practice
limited to adult orthodontics in Lubeck, Germany, since 1986.
She is also actively involved in fundraising activities that benefit
children in need, especially those who live in South America.
In 2000, she received the Knighthood of Dannebrog, 1st Degree,
the highest award possible for university-affiliated researchers.
“Both Prof. Hunt and Prof. Melsen have represented the
specialty of orthodontics well throughout the course of their
careers,” said Dr. Roberto Justus, president of the WFO. “Their
service to the specialty is to be commended, and they have
promoted the growth of the orthodontic knowledge base with
their research and lectures. Both are highly respected for their
contributions, and the WFO Executive Committee is pleased to
bestow this honor upon them.”
The WFO Gazette will feature an in-depth article on these
individuals in a future issue.

WFO affiliate organizations: Participate in the 8th IOC World Village Day
Deadline to sign up is Dec. 1, 2013
The 8th International Orthodontic Congress® (IOC) will
feature a World Village Day on Sept. 29, 2015. This event will
offer WFO affiliate organizations the unique opportunity to
present a half-day scientific program in conjunction with the
8th IOC. These organizations from around the globe will showcase their research and clinical work, and help give the 8th IOC

a truly international flavor. The 8th IOC will be held Sept. 27-30,
2015, in London, England.
Planning for the World Village Day is now underway. WFO
affiliate organizations interested in participating in the World
Village Day should contact Dr. Ama Johal, the World Village
Day program chair, by Dec. 1, 2013. Dr. Johal’s e-mail address

WFO Executive Committee members and the
8th International Orthodontic Congress® (IOC)
Organizing Committee conducted a site visit
of ExCeL, the venue for the 8th IOC that will be
held in London, England, in 2015. In the front
row, from left, are Dr. Somchai Satravaha,
an Executive Committee member; Dr. Trevor
Hodge, 8th IOC Allied Health Professionals
Program chair; Mrs. Heather Thom; Mrs. Cathy
Ahman; Dr. Yolanda Justus; Mrs. Niniek Halim;
Mrs. Judith Turpin; Mrs. Margie DeKock;
Mrs. Kumiko Moriyama; Dr. Keiji Moriyama,
an Executive Committee member; and
Dr. Himawan Halim, an Executive Committee
member. In the back row, from left, are Dr.
Allan Thom, WFO president-elect; Dr. Roberto
Justus, WFO president; Dr. Thomas Ahman,
an Executive Committee member; Dr. Jorge
Faber, editor-in-chief of the Journal of the
World Federation of Orthodontists; Dr. David
Turpin, an Executive Committee member;
Dr. William DeKock, secretary-general of
the WFO; and Dr. Jonathan Sandler, 8th IOC
chairman and Executive Committee member.
The Tower Bridge, a famous London landmark,
is pictured in the background.

is a.s.johal@qmul.ac.uk.
The participating organizations will be responsible for
organizing either a morning or afternoon session. Each
organization will need to select a session chair and speakers
for their respective program in line with 8th IOC protocols.
To learn more about the 8th IOC, visit http://wfo2015london.org/.

The British Orthodontic Society (BOS) will welcome WFO
fellows to London, England, for the 8th International Orthodontic
Congress® (IOC) in September 2015. Here, Dr. Roberto Justus,
president of the WFO, stands outside ExCeL, the venue for the
8th IOC, during a recent site visit.
WFO fellows may take advantage of a pre-payment plan for the
8th IOC registration fees. This plan, which offers a substantial
discount, is available through Dec. 31, 2013. For more details,
see page 1.
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Prof. Ennio Gianni, 94, publishes book on the role of genetics in orthodontics
Prof. Ennio Gianni of Bergamo, Italy,
recently published the book Genetics
and Dynamical Modulators in
Orthodontics in Italian. Prof. Gianni,
94, is the author of more than 300
publications in the field of orthodontics,
maxillofacial growth, oral pathology,
TMJ dysfunctions and orthognathic
Prof. Ennio Gianni
surgery, as well as two additional books.
He is currently working on a long-term follow-up of his clinical
orthodontic cases from the past 40 years.
For the past 10 years, Prof. Gianni has been interested in
new scientific knowledge in genetics and molecular biology.
He applied this interest to orthodontics and addressed it in his
latest book. “The classical principle of considering the dental
movements as the consequence of the application of lever arms
is not acceptable any longer,” Prof. Gianni said. “This is easily
understood when one considers how difficult it is to localize
the center of resistance of a tooth or a bony segment. Therefore,
orthodontic forces need to be interpreted as factors which
are able to initiate a dental movement whose final result is
modulated by the response of the DNA of the cells of the
periodontal ligament; DNA reacts through a chemical cascade,
which finally results in reestablishing tissue balance. DNA
response is modulated by the nervous system, hormonal factors,
metabolic diseases, etc. Dental movement, therefore, should
be considered as an epiphenomenon (external modification)
of the genetic expression. In conclusion, orthodontic forces
are the initiating factors of orthodontic movement, but we must
remember that the response is mainly influenced by the genome

of the periodontal tissue. The true functional factors, which are
able to modulate dental alignment, are the three-dimensional
repositioning of the skeletal basis within the neuromuscular
balance.”
Prof. Gianni was one of the first orthodontists to
develop three-dimensional diagnosis at a time when only twodimensional diagnosis was the standard of care in orthodontics.
His findings were published in the mid-1970s. “The need for
three-dimensional diagnosis was strongly felt by Prof. Gianni
as he realized that the failures in some of his clinical cases
were correlated to the inadequacy of standard diagnosis,” said
his son, Dr. Aldo Gianni, who is a professor of maxillofacial
surgery and director of the postgraduate maxillofacial surgery
program at the University of Milan Faculty of Medicine.
In October 2012, the University of Milan recognized
this contribution and conferred the honoris causa degree
in dentistry upon Prof. Gianni, who is professor emeritus of
dentistry at the university. At the time of the award ceremony, the
university noted the exceptional value of Prof. Gianni’s scientific
contributions, and that both he and his students have received
numerous awards at the national and international level.
Prof. Gianni, who was born in Gallipoli, Italy, in 1919,
started out his career as a medical doctor. He graduated from
the University of Rome at age 23 in 1942. He then went on to
specialize in dentistry, plastic surgery and oncology. At the end
of World War II, he completed his residency in dentistry at the
Ecole de Stomatologie in Paris, France.
Prof. Gianni was drawn to dentistry for two reasons, his
son said. Prof. Gianni wished to increase his knowledge in
physiopathology of the oral system. He also wished to improve

upon the psychosocial implications of facial aesthetics. “The
face is the most noble part of the human body, which allows our
relationship with the external world while modulating, at the
same time, the psychology of our ‘self.’” Dr. Aldo Gianni said.
Prof. Ennio Gianni’s passion and devotion for his patients and
his work have driven him to keep learning and studying. This,
in turn, has influenced his son. “His passion for his work and
his enthusiasm has led me to follow his example and somehow
complete his work by becoming a maxillofacial surgeon with a
particular interest in orthognathic surgery,” Dr. Aldo Gianni said.
Prof. Ennio Gianni founded the first specialty program in
orthodontics in Italy at the University of Milan Faculty of
Medicine in 1977. In 1980, he founded and was the first dean
of the Faculty of Dentistry at the University of Milan. Through
the years, he has received numerous awards and honorary
membership in organizations representing dentistry,
maxillofacial surgery and orthodontics.
Dr. Maria Costanza Meazzini, research coordinator for the
Cleft Lip and Palate Regional Center at the San Paolo Hospital in
Milan and an adjunct professor of craniofacial anomalies at the
University of Milan, has worked with both Prof. Ennio Gianni
and Dr. Aldo Gianni. Prof. Ennio Gianni assisted her when she
needed to find patients with false hemifacial microsomias. The
two eventually collaborated on an article regarding this topic.
“I have incredible admiration toward this great man who is
able to inspire any medical professional who meets him now,
just as much as he could do over 50 years ago,” Dr. Meazzini
said.

American Association of Orthodontists sponsored the 2013 WFO breakfast for affiliate presidents
The American Association of Orthodontists (AAO) sponsored
a breakfast reception for presidents of WFO affiliate organizations
on May 5, 2013. Representatives from 48 organizations attended
the reception, which was held in conjunction with the AAO’s
2013 Annual Session in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.
During the event, Dr. Roberto Justus, president of the WFO,
requested a moment of silence in honor of Dr. Francesca Miotti,
a former member of the WFO Executive Committee who died
April 22, 2013. Dr. William DeKock, secretary-general of the
WFO, delivered an invocation in her honor as well.
“We were very saddened to hear about the death of Dr.
Miotti,” Dr. Justus said. “She was a very dedicated member
and leader of the WFO. She will be greatly missed. We took
this opportunity to remember her.”
Dr. John Buzzatto, the 2012-13 president of the AAO,
then formally welcomed the attendees to Philadelphia and the
Annual Session.
“The WFO sincerely appreciates the AAO’s generous
sponsorship of this annual breakfast that allows many leaders
from all over the world to meet and share information,” Dr.
Justus said. “We look forward to this event every year as it gives
the WFO Executive Committee the opportunity to update the
orthodontic community on our projects and interests.”
During the event, the WFO fellows learned that the WFOcommissioned study on the status of the orthodontic specialty

worldwide will be published within the next year.
Dr. Amanda Maplethorp, a member of the WFO Executive
Committee, reported on recent updates to the WFO website,
www.wfo.org. The WFO launched a new version of the site in
2012 and has been adding to the site content for the past year.
As of September 2013, WFO members are now able to log into
the site to update their membership profile and to pay dues
online (see the related article on page 1).
Dr. Jorge Faber, editor-in-chief of the Journal of the World
Federation of Orthodontists (JWFO), discussed the journal’s
progress and noted the publication has received a high number
of manuscript submissions from all over the world. All WFO
members have full access to the JWFO’s online content free
of charge through www.jwfo.org or www.wfo.org. Once WFO
members log into the WFO website, they now have direct access
to the full content of the journal (see the related article on page
1). Jessica Kassel, editor of the WFO Gazette, encouraged
members to submit news to the WFO on a regular basis.
Submitted news items will be published on the WFO and JWFO
websites, as well as in the WFO Gazette.
Looking ahead to the 8th International Orthodontic Congress®
(IOC) in 2015, Dr. Jonathan Sandler, chair of the organizing
committee for the 8th IOC, gave a progress report on the
meeting, noting that several events are expected to be held
at venerable sites in London. The 8th IOC will also feature a

World Village Day in which several national and regional WFO
affiliate organizations will offer their own program and meeting
(see the related article on page 2). He encouraged the WFO
affiliate organization presidents to consider this option, as well
as the opportunity to serve as ambassadors during the 8th IOC.
Dr. David Turpin, a member of the WFO Executive Committee
and co-chair of the WFO Committee on National and Regional
Orthodontic Boards, informed attendees that a symposium
on board certification will also be held during the 8th IOC. All
current certifying board presidents and directors will be invited
to be a part of this symposium in 2015. The WFO hosted the last
symposium during the 7th IOC in 2010.
Dr. Justus announced that the WFO Executive Committee
has determined a new purpose for the Thomas M. Graber WFO
Memorial Fund that was created in honor of Dr. Thomas M.
Graber, a WFO honorary fellow. The fund, which now totals
more than $18,000 (U.S. dollars), is being used to develop
and to manage a new JWFO editorial section that features
reviews of the latest dental literature. Students from postgraduate
orthodontic programs worldwide are being invited to write the
reviews. The new section debuted in the June 2013 issue of the
JWFO (see the related article on page 5).
Dr. Justus also encouraged the orthodontic leaders
to promote WFO student membership and WFO retired
membership to those who are eligible.
The American Association
of Orthodontists (AAO)
sponsored a breakfast
reception for presidents of
WFO affiliate organizations
May 5, 2013. Representatives
from 48 organizations,
pictured here, attended
the reception, which was
held in conjunction with
the AAO’s 2013 Annual
Session in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, USA.
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WFO Executive Committee announces the Thomas M. Graber WFO Memorial Fund is supporting
a new editorial section in the Journal of the World Federation of Orthodontists
The WFO Executive Committee recently announced that the
Thomas M. Graber WFO Memorial Fund is being used to develop
and to manage a new editorial section within the Journal of the
World Federation of Orthodontists (JWFO). The fund, which
has grown to more than $18,000 (U.S. dollars), was created in
2007 to honor Dr. Thomas M. Graber, who served as the editor
of the American Journal of Orthodontics and Dentofacial
Orthopedics and the World Journal of Orthodontics (WJO),
the scientific journal of the WFO from 2004 through 2010.
Dr. Graber, who died in 2007, was an honorary fellow of
the WFO.
The T.M. Graber Residents’ Section debuted in the June
2013 issue of the JWFO and features reviews of the latest dental
literature. Postgraduate orthodontic students from all over the
world are being invited to write the reviews for each issue.
“The WFO Executive Committee has determined that the new
editorial section is a worthy project that will benefit orthodontic
students,” said Dr. Roberto Justus, president of the WFO. “For
several years, the WFO used the fund to purchase subscriptions

to the WJO for deserving, qualified academic institutions and/or
deserving individuals, including orthodontic students who were
in need. This new purpose also aims to foster knowledge and
to involve orthodontic students worldwide. We have deep
gratitude for Dr. Graber’s support of the WFO and its affiliate
organizations, as well as for his years of service as editor of two
notable publications. We believe he would have approved of this
new endeavor.”
Students from the Tokyo Medical and Dental University in
Tokyo, Japan, were the first to contribute to this section. Their
reviews cover recent papers on cleft/lip and palate treatment,
bisphosphonates, skeletal anchorage treatment and placement,
genetics, orthodontics and quality of life, and brain behavior
with occlusal changes.
“The topics chosen are quite unique, and all papers
reviewed were published in 2013. It is a nice start and a good
opportunity for our readers to get in touch with what is being
published in the dental literature around the world,” said Dr.
Flavia Artese, editor of the T.M. Graber Residents’ Section.

Over the past several years, organizations and individuals
have donated to the Thomas M. Graber WFO Memorial Fund.
Since the fund’s inception, the Japanese Orthodontic Society
has donated $2,000, the Taiwan Association of Orthodontists
has donated $2,000, the British Orthodontic Society has given
$1,000, and the Mexican Association of Orthodontists has
contributed $500.
Individual WFO members and WFO affiliate organizations
may continue to contribute to this fund. Contributions should
be sent by check (U.S. dollars) to the following address:
World Federation of Orthodontists
c/o Ms. Terri Wise,
401 N. Lindbergh Blvd.,
St. Louis, MO 63141-7816, USA
Individuals and organizations may also make a contribution
using a credit card. Please e-mail the credit card information
and the amount of the donation to Terri Wise at wfo@wfo.org.

Read the latest issue of the Journal of the World Federation of Orthodontists
The September 2013 issue of the Journal of the World
Federation of Orthodontists (JWFO), the WFO’s online
scientific journal, is available at www.jwfo.org. The next issue
will be published in December.
WFO fellows and student members receive full access to
the JWFO’s online content as part of their membership benefits.
The WFO encourages members to use the WFO website as a
portal to the JWFO website. WFO fellows and student members
should first log into the WFO website at www.wfo.org. Once
logged in, they will have direct access to all of the JWFO articles.

Two orthodontic societies
join the WFO as affiliates
The Ghana Society of Orthodontists and the
Uruguayan Orthodontic Society recently joined the
WFO as affiliate organizations. The WFO now has 111
affiliate organizations, eight of which are regional
orthodontic organizations.
The Ghana Society of Orthodontists has 15
members. Dr. Merley Newman-Nartey of Accra,
Ghana, is president.
Dr. Elena Kavaliauskis of Montevideo, Uruguay,
is president of the Uruguayan Orthodontic Society.
The society has 20 members.

The Ghana Society of Orthodontists is now
an affiliate organization of the WFO. Pictured
here are several of the organization’s members:
from left, Dr. Gyaami Amoah, general secretary/
treasurer; Dr. Genoviva Ofori; Dr. Merley NewmanNartey, president; Dr. Cecilia Kakraba Quarshie;
Dr. Adelaide Quartey; Dr. Joy Anaman; and Dr.
Paul Matondo. This photo was taken Dec. 16,
2011, when the organization was founded.

Please see the related article on page 1 for complete details on
the login process.
The September issue of the JWFO features these articles:
• “Evidence-based orthodontics: Appraisal of the
methodologies of systematic review and meta-analyses
in controversial areas of orthodontics” by Drs. Antonios
Sygouros and Ahu Acar;
• “A comparison between laypeople and orthodontists
in evaluating the effect of buccal corridor and smile
arc on smile esthetics” by Drs. Serene A. Badran and

Mariam Mustafa;
• “Evaluation of physical properties of esthetic brackets
after clinical use: Study in situ” by Drs. Matheus Melo
Pithon, Daniel Santos Fonseca Figueiredo, Dauro
Douglas Oliveira and Rogerio Lacerda dos Santos;
• “Effects of a filled fluoride-releasing enamel sealant
versus fluoride varnish on the prevention of enamel
demineralization under simulated oral conditions”
by Drs. Sherief H. Abdel-Haffiez, Abbas R. Zaher, and
Nadia M. Elharouny.

WFO

azette
6

Australian Society of Orthodontists celebrates eighth year of Give a Smile™ program
The Australian Society of Orthodontists (ASO) launched
its Give a Smile™ program (GAS) eight years ago. Since then,
more than 1,500 children have received free orthodontic
treatment. More than 60 percent of the ASO members are
participating in the program as well.

“Give a Smile provides a highly effective and unique vehicle
for ASO orthodontists to give back,” said Dr. Ted Crawford,
founder and chair of the Give a Smile program. “A Give a Smile
orthodontist accepts one ‘in-need’ patient per year into his/her
private practice and treats that patient for free through to
completion. The value of treatment donated over the past
eight years is well over $8 million.”
In Australia, beneficiaries of the Give a Smile program are
typically public patients. Without the Give a Smile program, these
patients would normally seek orthodontic treatment through the
public dental health system. However, the wait for treatment can

be long, up to several years. The Give a Smile program provides
quicker access to orthodontic treatment at no additional cost to
the patient or the public health system.
“By providing this treatment, GAS orthodontists have
significantly shortened public waiting lists for orthodontic
treatment. In addition, they have created new smiles and given
new self-confidence to children in need around Australia,”
Dr. Crawford said. “The ASO is also very proud of the support
its member orthodontists give to the program.
“After eight years of operation, ASO’s Give a Smile program
now has an enviable track record and has also received widespread recognition for its good work. This has not only helped
spread the word about the good work Give a Smile orthodontists
do but has also ensured more and more children are able to
participate in the program.”
In addition to providing free orthodontic care, the program
participants also give to other charities. The program recently
sponsored a team for a fun run/walk that raised more than $2
million for the Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne, Australia.
“Give a Smile is proud to have participated in an event that
helped raise much needed funds for the Children’s Hospital,
a charity that GAS feels is a very good fit with Give a Smile,”
Dr. Crawford said.
To learn more about the Give a Smile program, go to
www.giveasmile.org.au. The website also includes a link to
the program’s Facebook page.

Emma White-Reese, the first Give a Smile™ patient, is
flanked by Laura Homewood, left, and Renee Homewood,
right. Renee and Laura Homewood are part of the Give
a Smile volunteer team. These women represented the
program in a recent fun run/walk that raised funds for
the Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne, Australia.

Thai Association of Orthodontists, Khon Kaen University and Thai Red Cross Society participate
in second phase of Happy Smile, Happy Heart project to assist cleft lip and palate patients
The Thai Association of Orthodontists (ThaAO), the Khon
Kaen University in Khon Kaen, Thailand, and the Thai Red Cross
Society launched the second phase of the Happy Smile, Happy
Heart project on Sept. 6, 2013, in an effort to raise money that
will assist cleft lip and palate patients with travel expenses for
their treatment.
In Thailand, the incidence of cleft lip and palate is 1:800.
Most of the patients are poor and have to travel long distances
to receive treatment at a hospital. The Thai Red Cross Society
assists these patients by paying for travel expenses. However,
the Thai Red Cross Society has announced that the allotted
funding will be depleted in approximately 18 months. This
would affect the patients who receive treatment through the
ThaAO’s mobile orthodontic unit. On a monthly basis, ThaAO
volunteers provide free orthodontic treatment to cleft lip and
palate patients at the Maharaj Hospital in Nakhon Ratchasima,
a province in northeastern Thailand.
In 2012, the ThaAO, Khon Kaen University and the Thai
Red Cross Society started the Happy Smile, Happy Heart project.
Through the first phase of the project, the organizers held a
charity concert to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding
of the ThaAO and the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
university. The concert raised 4,182,623.94 Thai Bahts
($132,258 U.S. dollars).
“The concert was a success, but the money will soon be
used up again,” said Dr. Somchai Satravaha, president and head
of the ThaAO mobile orthodontic unit. “This second phase of
the project will find new ways to increase donations.”

The three-year project is seeking sponsors who will pay
for the patients’ travel expenses by donating 500 Thai Bahts
per month for as long as they like. Project organizers are
reaching out to dentists, orthodontists and alumni of Khon Kaen
University. The Happy Smile, Happy Heart project will have an

Pictured here are the committee members of the Happy Smile, Happy Heart project: from left, Dr. Charunee
Khuttamarsri, an orthodontist and associate professor at Khon Kaen University (KKU); Dr. Chutimaporn Keinprasit,
an orthodontist and KKU assistant professor; Lt. Gen. Dr. Amnat Barlee, director of the Thai Red Cross Society’s Relief
and Community Health Bureau; Dr. Nawarat Wara-aswapati Charoen, associate professor and dean of the KKU Faculty
of Dentistry; Dr. Chairat Charoemratrote, an orthodontist, associate professor at Prince of Songkla University, and
president of the Thai Association of Orthodontists (ThaAO); Dr. Somchai Satravaha, an orthodontist, president of the
ThaAO Advisory Board and clinical associate professor; Dr. Pichit Siriwan, deputy director of the Thai Red Cross Society’s
Relief and Community Health Bureau; Dr. Tasanee Wangsrimongkol, head of the KKU Department of Orthodontics and
an associate professor; Dr. Wichai Rattanayatikul, president of the KKU Faculty of Dentistry’s Alumni Society; and
Ms. Usa Boonplian, a Thai Red Cross Society nurse.

Retiring from practice? Apply for WFO retired membership
to receive membership benefits at a reduced cost
If you are retiring from active orthodontic practice
and/or full-time teaching or research, you may apply for
retired membership within the WFO.
The retired membership dues are a percentage of
the active fellowship dues. Dues for a three-year retired
membership that includes the WFO Gazette subscription are
$90 (U.S. dollars), which is a 25-percent dues reduction.

administrative office at the university. All sponsors will receive a
receipt, and donations may be tax deductible, depending on the
amount. After administrative expenses are deducted, the project
organizers will give the money to the Thai Red Cross Society.

Dues for a three-year retired membership without the
WFO Gazette subscription are $60 (U.S. dollars), which
is a 50-percent dues reduction. The retired membership
application is available on the WFO website. Go to
http://www.wfo.org/fellow.cfm. Select the “Retired Member”
link.

Download the WFO guidelines for establishing new
national, regional orthodontic certifying boards

The WFO encourages board certification among
orthodontists around the world. To assist with this
effort, the WFO Committee on National and Regional
Orthodontic Boards developed the WFO Guidelines for
the Establishment of New National and Regional
Orthodontic Certifying Boards.
Go to www.wfo.org/OrthodonticCertifyingBoards.aspx
to download the document.
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American Association of Orthodontists to hold the 114th Annual Session in New Orleans
New Orleans, Louisiana, is known for its celebrations and
lively entertainment. Next year, this U.S. city will also be the site
of the 114th Annual Session of the American Association of
Orthodontists (AAO), which will be held April 25-29, 2014.
Recently, New Orleans was voted as the “Best American City to
Visit” and was rated No. 1 in 13 other categories in a readership
poll conducted by Travel + Leisure magazine.
The Annual Session will build on the city’s energy. “We will
celebrate a great American city,” said Dr. Gayle Glenn, who is
president of the AAO. “New Orleans is world-renowned for its
unique history and culture, great musical entertainment and
delicious and varied cuisine.” In addition, the Annual Session
will coincide with the world-famous New Orleans Jazz &
Heritage Festival, which will be held April 25-May 4. This
festival will feature music in all styles indigenous to Louisiana,
including R&B, gospel, Cajun, zydeco, Afro-Caribbean, jazz,
blues and bluegrass.
Eight years ago, Hurricane Katrina tore apart New Orleans.
Since then, Dr. Glenn has watched the city rebuild. “We started
doing site visits (for the Annual Session) within six months
following Hurricane Katrina,” she said. “It has been exciting

to see the city rebuild from the devastation of that natural
disaster and return to its former glory as a prime destination
for conferences and conventions. Many of the hotels and
restaurants are newly renovated, and the city has never looked
better! It is a host city equated with unparalleled fun and warm
Southern hospitality.”
While enjoying all the city has to offer, attendees will also
learn about the latest developments in orthodontics. The
Doctors’ Program will include a full-day Interdisciplinary
Esthetic Advances Symposium, a practice-management track
that will feature 12 speakers, and the First Annual Review of the
Orthodontic Literature. Dr. R.G. “Wick” Alexander will address
long-term stability when he presents the Jacob A. Salzmann
Lecture, and Dr. Patrick Turley will discuss the treatment of
Class III malocclusions during the John Valentine Mershon
Lecture. Dr. James McNamara, who will give the Edward H.
Angle Lecture, will speak on early orthodontic treatment.
“Another special point of interest will be two sessions
featuring eight master clinicians from around the world,”
Dr. Glenn said. “These orthodontists will address transverse and
vertical problems.”

WFO fellows are encouraged to attend the International
Reception Saturday, April 26 at the Audobon Aquarium. This
event will be sponsored by Rocky Mountain Orthodontics. Other
special events include the Opening Ceremonies on April 26,
which will feature singer Kenny Loggins, and the Excellence in
Orthodontics Awards Luncheon on Sunday, April 27. Peyton
Manning, quarterback for the Denver Broncos, will be the
keynote speaker for the luncheon. The AAO Gala will be held
Monday, April 28 at Mardi Gras World. “The AAO Gala is an
event attendees will not want to miss,” Dr. Glenn said. “It will
feature great food and lively entertainment in a setting unique
to New Orleans.”
Online registration is now open at www.AAOinfo.org.
Because the Annual Session coincides with the New Orleans Jazz
and Heritage Festival, the AAO encourages WFO fellows to register as soon as possible. “We have a large block of rooms to
accommodate everyone, but attendees should register for the
meeting and book their hotel rooms early,” Dr. Glenn said.

European Orthodontic Society to host annual congress in Warsaw, Poland, for first time
The European Orthodontic Society (EOS) will hold its 90th
Congress June 18-21, 2014, at the Palace of Culture and Science
in Warsaw, Poland. This will mark the first time the EOS has held
the Congress in Poland.
Dr. Ewa Czochrowska, president of the European
Orthodontic Society (EOS), is looking forward to the
upcoming Congress and encourages WFO fellows to attend.
“I am most excited about hosting so many of my colleagues
in my hometown of Warsaw,” Dr. Czochrowska said. “For four
days, Warsaw will become the capital of orthodontics in Europe,
and, therefore, we will have a unique opportunity to gather
together to officially and unofficially discuss various aspects of
orthodontics and to socialize. This is the first time that the EOS
Congress will be held in Poland. Since I am also the president
of the Polish Orthodontic Society, we are also very proud and
honored to get a chance to organize the biggest European
orthodontic meeting.”
The scientific program will address research and
clinical topics related to treatment trends and technologies,
controversies and new approaches in orthodontic management.
The program will cover dentofacial deformities, clinical
advances in orthodontics, retention and relapse, quality of
life aspects in orthodontics, as well as several free topics.
Invited speakers include Dr. Karin Binner Becktor, Dr. Susan
Cunningham, Dr. Lisen Espeland, Dr. Piotr Fudalej, Dr. Mark
Guenther Hans, Dr. Greg Huang, Dr. Christos Katsaros, Dr. Björn

Ludwig, Dr. Colman McGrath, Dr. A. Davide Mirabella, Dr.
Thomas Klit Pedersen, Dr. Pawel Plakwicz, Dr. Sabine Ruf,
Dr. Jonathan Sandy and Dr. Junji Sugawara.
Dr. William Shaw of Manchester, England, will deliver the
Sheldon Friel Memorial Lecture. He will discuss the challenges
of intercenter and international research collaboration. Dr.
Shaw, who is a professor of orthodontics at the University
of Manchester School of Dentistry in Manchester, England,
established the Cochrane Collaboration Oral Health Group.
He is also the project team leader for the International
Collaborative Research on Craniofacial Anomalies project that is
supported by the World Health Organization. Dr. Shaw’s clinical
practice has been confined to children with cleft lip and palate
since 1976, and his research in cleft care includes several
long-term collaborative multinational projects sponsored by
the European Union and randomized trials of cleft surgery
sponsored by the National Institutes of Health in the United
States.
“We have prepared very interesting topics for the meeting
in 2014, which will be introduced by our world-class keynote
speakers,” said Dr. Czochrowska, noting that the majority of the
topics are new to the Congress. “The EOS Congress also gives
the opportunity to present the latest scientific research during
short oral presentations or through posters. However, the
competition for oral presentations is tough and only those
judged with the highest scores by the Scientific Committee

are finally presented. The scientific program also includes the
pre-Congress course for postgraduate students, which will be
led by Dr. Becktor of Copenhagen. She will discuss growth and
development and Björk’s superimposition method.”
The social program will highlight Poland’s culture. Attendees
may sign up for tours in Warsaw and in other parts of Poland,
such as Cracow, Gdansk and the Bialowieza National Park.
Warsaw is also close to Zelazowa Wola, the birthplace of
Frederic Chopin. Attendees will be able to visit his house,
as well as the Chopin Museum, which was built on the 200th
anniversary of his birth.
In addition, all Congress participants are invited to the
Opening Ceremony and to the President’s Reception, which will
be held at the Kubicki Arcades by the Royal Castle in Warsaw.
“I hope that this unique mixture of the orthodontic updates
and the interesting social program will attract my colleagues not
only from Europe but also from North and South America, Asia,
Australia and Africa. We expect many exhibitors at our Congress
since my country is one of the fastest growing orthodontic markets
in Europe, and we have already experienced a lot of interest
from sponsors. A large exhibition area next to the Congress Hall
is already booked. Sponsors will present the latest advances in
orthodontic technology, which will undoubtedly attract those
of us who want to be at the front of technical developments.”
To learn more about the Congress and to register, go to
www.eos2014.com.

European Federation of Orthodontics presents awards to
authors of 2 journal articles published in 2012
The European Federation of Orthodontics (FEO)
presented the 2012 FEO Award and the 2012 FEO Best
Clinical Paper Award during the 44th International Congress
of the Società Italiana di Ortodonzia (SIDO) in November
2013 in Rome, Italy. The FEO created these awards to
recognize individuals who have made significant contributions
in scientific research and clinical investigations that have
advanced the diagnosis, treatment and/or prevention in
orthodontics and dentofacial orthopedics.
The FEO recognized the following article with the
2012 FEO Award: “Comparing characteristics in lateral
cephalograms of the dentoalveolar and skeletal complexes,
the pharynx, the soft palate and the hyoid bone of patients
with obstructive sleep apnea syndrome with or without
metabolic syndrome,” by Drs. Sofia K. Mavroudi, Eufimia
Daskalopoulou Vlachogianni and Athanasios E. Athanasiou.

This article was published in the Hellenic Orthodontic
Review in 2012.
The FEO recognized the following article with the 2012
FEO Best Clinical Paper Award: “Is early Class III protraction
facemask treatment effective? A multicentre randomized,
controlled trial: 3-year follow-up,” by Drs. Nicky Anne
Mandall, Richard Cousley, Andrew DiBiase, Fiona Dyer,
Simon Littlewood, Rye Mattick, Spencer Nute, Barbara
Doherty, Nadia Stivaros, Ross McDowall, Inderjit Shargill,
Amreen Ahmad, Tanya Walsh and Helen Worthington.
This article was published in the Journal of Orthodontics
in 2012.
The corresponding authors of the two winning articles,
Dr. Athanasios Athanasiou and Dr. Nicky Mandall, presented
their papers and received their prizes on Nov. 8. The FEO
also held its Annual General Assembly Meeting on Nov. 8.

WFO President Dr. Roberto Justus and his wife,
Dr. Yolanda Justus, an endodontist, were guest
speakers for the 13th International Convention of the
Lebanese University School of Dentistry, which was
held in May 2013 in Beirut, Lebanon. While there,
Dr. Justus was invited to meet Michel Suleiman, the
president of Lebanon, along with 25 other dentists
and professors. Pictured here are Dr. Justus, left, and
President Suleiman. This occasion marked the first
time a WFO president met with a president of a
country.
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Prof. Francesca Miotti, past member of the WFO Executive Committee, died April 22, 2013
Prof. Francesca A.
Miotti, a past member
of the WFO Executive
Committee, died April
22, 2013, at the age
of 61. Like her father,
Benito Miotti, Prof.
Miotti was born in
the beautiful medieval
castle town of
Cittadella, Italy, near
Padova, on June 30,
1951.
From 1988 until
her death, Dr. Miotti
Prof. Francesca A. Miotti
was a professor of
orthodontics at the School of Dentistry, Postgraduate School
of Orthodontics at the University of Padova in Padova, Italy.
She was also the director of the Postgraduate School of
Orthodontics, a professor of community dentistry and a
professor of orthodontics for the postgraduate course in
maxillofacial surgery at the University of Padova. As a long-time
teacher, Dr. Miotti was devoted to her students. Her teaching
and academic life played a major role in her everyday life, and
she spent considerable time with her students, offering an open
dialogue on many subjects.
Prof. Miotti, herself, was a lifelong student. She earned her
degree in medicine and surgery in 1976 from the University of
Padova. She then earned her master’s degree in orthodontics
from the University of London in 1979. In 1980, she earned her
specialization in dental surgery, followed by her specialization
in orthodontics in 1981, from the University of Padova. In 1986,
she earned her diploma in the history of medicine at the
University of Padova.
In 1986, she was awarded national accreditation as head
of the Department of Dental Surgery. Prior to her appointment
as a professor of orthodontics, she had served as a lecturer in
orthodontics and children’s dentistry at the university. From
1991 to 1999, she served as a professor of orthodontics and
children’s dentistry at the Postgraduate School of Paediatrics
at the University of Padova. From 1997 to 2000, Dr. Miotti was
a professor of dentistry and maxillofacial orthopaedics at the
Postgraduate School of Plastic Surgery at the University of
Padova. During her career, she also served as a visiting scientist
and visiting professor at the University of Toronto in 1981, 1990
and 1998, as well as a visiting scientist at the University of
Stockholm Orthodontic Department, Karolinska Institute in 1988.
Dr. Miotti held numerous leadership appointments within
the University of Padova, serving as a member of the Office for
Foreign Affairs, the Dean’s Council of the Faculty of Medicine

and the Committee for Education in the Dental School, among
many other committees. Within the Venetian community, she
was a consultant in orthodontics at the District General Hospital
Cittadella and the District General Hospital Padova for several
years.
In addition to her devotion to teaching, Dr. Miotti was
involved in numerous orthodontic organizations throughout
her career. From 2000 to 2010, she represented orthodontists
from Europe while serving on the WFO Executive Committee.
As a long-time supporter of the WFO and its mission, she was
involved with several planning committees for the International
Orthodontic Congress® (IOC), the official meeting of the WFO
that is held every five years. Most recently, she was the co-chair
of the Scientific Program Committee for the 7th IOC that was held
in 2010.
“Prof. Miotti was the only person within the WFO who was
initially and continuously involved with the scientific committees
of the International Orthodontic Congress since it was reinstituted
in 1995,” said Dr. William DeKock, secretary-general of the
WFO. “She was always a vital part of the group and the planning
process. Prof. Miotti spent many hours recruiting and organizing
the faculty for four different IOC meetings, which contributed
greatly to the success of each IOC. She was highly dedicated to
the WFO and will be greatly missed.”
Along with her work on behalf of the WFO, Dr. Miotti was
president-elect of the European Orthodontic Society (EOS).
Her 2014-15 presidential term was to conclude during the
91st EOS Congress in Venice, Italy. Prof. Miotti had served as
vice president of the European Federation of Orthodontic
Specialists Associations, and was also a member of the Council
of the Società Italiana di Ortodonzia (SIDO) where she was
responsible for international affairs. In addition, she had
served as a member of the SIDO Scientific Committee that
planned the organization’s annual congresses. She had also
been involved with the planning of scientific programs for
many other international orthodontic meetings.
Accreditation and recognition of the orthodontic specialty
were important to Dr. Miotti. She was the Italian representative
on the international project that established the European
Orthodontic Quality Assurance System (EURO-QUAL). She
served on the Comitato Intersocietario di Coordinamento
delle Associazioni Odontostomatologiche Italiane (CIC) for the
identification of the guidelines in orthodontics within the new
accreditation system. In addition, she was a consultant to
CESPER (Centro Studi per la Formazione e la Ricerca in
Pediatria Territoriale) for the continuous education and
accreditation of the general practitioner in pediatrics in the
Venetian region. Prof. Miotti had also been the expert on
professional recognition within the Technical Assistance
Information Exchange Office (TAIEX), the Commission Office,

the Phare Programme, the EU Directorate and the General
Enlargement (Bruxelles). She was also a member of the
interdisciplinary study group on oral health within the Italian
Ministry of Health and chair of the Commission on the Training
of Orthodontic Specialists in Europe.
Dr. Miotti was the author of more than 255 publications,
205 of which were in refereed publications. She was a member
of several editorial boards, including those for Ortognatodonzia
Italiana, Minerva Ortognatodontica, the Journal of
Orthodontics, Progress in Orthodontics, Clinical Orthodontics
and Research, and the Hellenic Orthodontic Review. She also
served as the associate editor for Progress in Orthodontics
and was a referee for several scientific journals.
Throughout her career, Dr. Miotti thoroughly devoted
herself to her projects and interests. Her passion, enthusiasm
and commitment inspired and guided those with whom she
worked.
“Professor Miotti
had a passion for
orthodontics and the
people with whom she
shared the specialty,”
said Dr. Lee Graber, past
president of the WFO.
“Bright, engaging and
multilingual, Francesca
was able to relate with
fellow academics, students and colleagues
around the world. Her
love for orthodontics
Professor Francesca Miotti
began as she saw her
was born in the medieval castle
father practice as an
town of Cittadella, Italy. This
orthodontist, and,
aerial view of the town shows
the 13th-century walls that
initially through him,
enclose the town.
she began her service as
a volunteer leader. Outside her profession, she was fond of the
arts, participated in sports and was always willing to experience
something new and different. She was extremely devoted to
her family and friends. Her multiple talents were admired and
appreciated by those with whom she worked, and thus she
was in ever-increasing demand nationally, regionally and
internationally. Professor Miotti loved her work, and the many
who benefited loved her for it.”
She is survived by her mother, Maria Luisa Miotti, and
her brother, Prof. Antonio Miotti, a maxillofacial surgeon,
orthodontist and head of the Department of Maxillofacial
Surgery for the Center of Reference for Diagnosis and Treatment
of Skeletally Based Malocclusions at the University Hospital S.
Maria della Misericordia in Udine, Italy.

WFO Honorary Fellow Dr. Donald Woodside died July 19, 2013, at age 86
Dr. Woodside was professor emeritus at the University of Toronto Faculty of Dentistry
Dr. Donald G. Woodside, an
honorary fellow of the WFO, died
July 19, 2013, at the age of 86. The
WFO recognized Dr. Woodside with
honorary fellowship in 2005 during the
6th International Orthodontic Congress
in Paris, France.
“Prof. Woodside taught at the
Dr. Donald G.
University of Toronto for many years,”
Woodside
said Dr. William DeKock, the WFO
secretary-general. “He had a prolific research career in
orthodontics, and his insight and knowledge were held in high
regard. He gave numerous honorary international lectures and
received many notable awards. He inspired many orthodontists
and worked tirelessly for the orthodontic specialty.”
Dr. Woodside received his dental degree from Dalhousie
University in Halifax, Canada, and received his Master of Science
degree in orthodontics from the University of Toronto in 1956.

From 1962 to 1993, Dr. Woodside served as professor and
head of the Discipline of Orthodontics at the Faculty of Dentistry
at the University of Toronto. During that time, he trained 164
orthodontic residents. After he stepped down as the head, he
stayed on to teach for several more years and trained an additional
56 residents, said Dr. Bryan Tompson, an associate professor
and head of the Discipline of Orthodontics at the university.
“He was very down to earth and would go out of his way to
help the residents,” Dr. Tompson said. “He would spend hours
with residents to give them advice and guidance.”
His research focused on the growth and development of
the mandible, the vertical dimension and the clinical use of
functional appliances. In addition, Dr. Woodside was well-known
for his work with the SPEED appliance, and he investigated
airway and growth patterns. He was the 1987 co-recipient of
the SIDO Award for the most outstanding article in international
orthodontic literature during the previous two years.
“He was a visionary in orthodontics,” said Dr. Bruno

Vendittelli, Dr. Woodside’s former student and partner in
private practice for eight years. “He always looked at novel
concepts. Because of that, he was highly sought after (as a
speaker). His innovation was bar none.”
Dr. Woodside received numerous awards throughout his
career and was an invited honorary lecturer throughout the
world. For the American Association of Orthodontists, Dr.
Woodside delivered both the Jacob A. Salzmann Lecture and
the John Valentine Mershon Lecture. In 1989, he received an
honorary doctorate from the Karolinska Institute in Sweden.
In 1990, he received the Albert H. Ketcham Memorial Award
from the American Board of Orthodontics (ABO). In 1991, he
delivered the Sheldon Friel Memorial Lecture during the annual
congress of the European Orthodontic Society. In 1994, he
received a Fellowship in Dental Surgery-by-Election from the
Faculty of Dental Surgery, Royal College of Surgeons of England.
That same year the alumni of the University of Toronto
recognized him as an Alumnus of Distinction of the Faculty
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Orthodontic specialty loses esteemed orthodontist, editor-in-chief of the AJO-DO
Dr. Vincent G. Kokich Sr. died July 24, 2013
Dr. Vincent G. Kokich Sr., an icon
in the specialty of orthodontics and an
honorary fellow of the WFO, died
July 24, 2013, at the age of 68 at his
home in Gig Harbor, Washington, USA,
of an apparent heart attack. Dr. Kokich,
at the time of his death, was the editorin-chief of the American Journal of
Dr. Vincent G.
Orthodontics and Dentofacial
Kokich Sr.
Orthopedics (AJO-DO) and an affiliate
professor of orthodontics at the University of Washington (UW)
School of Dentistry in Seattle, Washington. A renowned educator,
scholar, researcher and a leading advocate of interdisciplinary
dentistry, Dr. Kokich was a prominent lecturer, having presented
more than 950 lectures throughout the world.
Dr. Kokich, a graduate of the UW’s dental and orthodontic
programs, practiced orthodontics in Tacoma, Washington, for
35 years. Several years before retiring, he practiced with his son,
Dr. Vincent O. Kokich Jr.
He joined the university’s dental faculty in 1974 and had a
prolific writing, research and speaking career. Many times while
on the lecture circuit, he made joint appearances with fellow
faculty members Dr. Frank Spear and Dr. David Mathews to
advocate interdisciplinary care. Dr. Kokich was also a past
president of the American Board of Orthodontics (ABO) and
the American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry. He was an associate
editor of Practical Reviews in Orthodontics and a member of
the editorial board for the Australian Orthodontic Journal.
“Vince had the ability to analyze adult dental problems by
recognizing each component of a malocclusion,” said Dr. David
Turpin, the Moore-Riedel Professor of Orthodontics at UW and
a member of the WFO Executive Committee. “Then he would
turn to a group of the best specialists he could find for their
opinions. He would essentially challenge each one of them to
see the ‘big picture’ ― including the best of the treatment
approaches that each could contribute. This attitude forced
each dentist involved to listen to all other approaches and to
defend his or her own specialty in the process of arriving at a
consensus plan. This was the beginning of a true interdisciplinary
approach to treatment planning in dentistry.”
Dr. Kokich was a longtime supporter of the UW School of
Dentistry. In 1996, he and Dr. Peter Shapiro, past chair of the
UW Department of Orthodontics, helped establish the KokichShapiro Endowed Scholar Fund, which brings visiting scholars in
the field of orthodontics to the university. He was also a leader

in the recent campaign to renovate the orthodontic clinic. Both
he and his wife, Marilyn, were recognized as UW Benefactors
and members of the Henry Suzzallo Society.
In honor of his contributions to the specialty, the WFO
bestowed honorary fellowship upon him in 2010 during the
7th International Orthodontic Congress® in Sydney, Australia.
“Vince was a giant figure in the orthodontic world,” said Dr.
Roberto Justus, president of the WFO and a fellow alumnus of
the University of Washington. “He was a gentleman, a diplomat,
an educator and a world figure who traveled tirelessly, providing
valuable information to all his audiences. His lectures were
always evidence-based and applicable to researchers and
clinicians. He really elevated the standard of orthodontic care
worldwide. Vince and I lectured together in many places around
the world so we were together many times throughout the years.
He was the best lecturer I had ever heard. Wherever he spoke,
audiences were awed and really listened and learned, including
myself.
“The papers he published are considered classic because
of the profoundness of his concepts. The clinical cases he
presented were always exquisitely finished. No wonder he was
president of the ABO, being highly respected and admired by
all his colleagues.
“I will miss him greatly, as I am sure everyone who knew
him will. What I cherish most about him is how he treated
everyone as a friend and colleague, as if we all were at the
same level as he was, although he towered over most everyone.”
Dr. Turpin, who is also editor emeritus of the AJO-DO,
recalls Dr. Kokich’s enthusiasm for the journal. During Dr.
Turpin’s editorial tenure, Dr. Kokich served as the associate
editor of case reports.
“When I picked Vince to oversee the case reports, I
challenged him to improve the number and quality of case
reports published. The first thing he did was to draft an exact
description of records he required to be submitted for every
case, and there were no exceptions. Furthermore, every Class III
case report submitted was required to include a third set of
records taken a few years post-treatment to show whether or
not the correction was maintained until all growth had ceased.
If an open bite patient was treated and the bite closed, the
clinician was required to gather a third set of records two years
after treatment to show the level of stability achieved. Then, to
top off the requirements, he demanded that alternative treatment
plans be presented and ‘evidence-based’ references be identified
as reasons for selecting the final treatment plan.”

I n

When Dr. Turpin learned of these plans, he was sure that
no one would submit such detailed case reports. “Guess what?
I was wrong,” he said. “It seems that most good clinicians
are also very idealistic, often competitive and welcome new
challenges. As our members began to understand exactly what
was expected when submitting a case report, the submission of
cases steadily increased over the 10 years to record levels for
any publication ― all in spite of my worst fears and to the
credit of Vincent G. Kokich.”
Dr. Kokich’s enthusiasm for the AJO-DO did not wane.
During his time as editor-in-chief, he introduced new editorial
elements, such as the Point/Counterpoint series, and expanded
the AJO-DO’s online presence. His love of teaching did not falter
either. Although he had been retired from practice since 2010,
Dr. Kokich was in the process of renewing his dental license so
that he could return to the university’s clinic floor to work with
the orthodontic residents.
Throughout his career, Dr. Kokich received numerous
awards, including the Harry S. Sicher Research Award (1975),
the Strang Award (1994), the Schluger Award (2000), the ICO
Award (2001), the Helen and B.F. Dewel Award (2002), the
AAED President’s Award for Teaching Excellence (2004), the
Distinguished Alumnus Award from the University of Washington
School of Dentistry (2005), the Charles English Award for
Excellence in Teaching (2008), the Paul Herren Award from
the University of Bern in Switzerland (2010), and the Albert H.
Ketcham Memorial Award from the ABO (2011). Dr. Kokich was
a diplomate of the ABO and a fellow of the American College
of Dentists, the Royal College of Surgeons of England and the
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.
While Dr. Kokich was widely known for his contributions to
the specialty, those who knew him well knew that family came
first. The obituary provided by the Gaffney Funeral Home notes
the following: “Though he loved his profession, the greatest love
of his life was Marilyn, his wife of 44 years. Together, they made
a home in Fircrest where they raised a family and filled it with
love, laughter and tradition ― extending its reach to nieces,
nephews and cousins; all of whom felt at home there. Whether it
was dinner together every night, holidays, vacations or spending
time at the beach, everything Vince did was with family in mind,
and he loved nothing more than when family was together.”
Dr. Kokich is survived by his wife, Marilyn; his mother,
Helen; four children, Vincent Kokich Jr. (Michelle), Mary Boer
(Alex), Obie Kokich (Lindsay) and Marija Kokich (Lance);
and seven grandchildren.

M e m o r i a m

Dr. Wesley Ardoin
Lafayette, Louisiana, USA
November 23, 2010

Dr. Andrew Carter
Vestavia Hills, Alabama, USA
November 9, 2011

Dr. G. Hanson
Hamilton, Toronto, Canada
May 31, 2012

Dr. Min-Yung Lin
Taipei, Taiwan
September 4, 2012

Dr. Franz Sander
Ulm, Germany
March 10, 2012

Dr. David Asatani
Covina, California, USA
December 22, 2010

Dr. Dennis Cuendet
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, USA
December 15, 2010

Dr. Theodore Jones
Jackson, Mississippi, USA
July 24, 2012

Dr. Jan Loyen
Masseik, Belgium
June 2, 2011

Dr. Lamon Stewart
Gambrills, Maryland, USA
November 26, 2011

Dr. Tiziano Baccetti
Florence, Italy
November 28, 2011

Dr. Robert Denny
Palos Verdes Estates, California, USA
September 15, 2011

Dr. Patrick Keating
Cork, Ireland
December 26, 2011

Dr. James Moss
London, England, UK
June 14, 2010

Dr. Tu An Ta
Central, Hong Kong
June 30, 2011

Dr. Samir Bishara
Iowa City, Iowa, USA
October 8, 2010

Dr. Gerald Dickinson
Melbourne, Australia
August 9, 2010

Dr. Robert Kidd
Dover, Delaware, USA
March 4, 2012

Dr. Viren Patel
Cardiff, Wales, UK
July 1, 2011

Dr. Douglas Toll
Frankfurt, Germany
September 29, 2012

Dr. Hana Bouchalova
Brno, Czech Republic
March 27, 2013

Dr. Maria Galarza
Esquina, Argentina
March 21, 2011

Dr. James Krumholtz
Boca Raton, Florida, USA
February 3, 2010

Dr. Ralph Petrey
Corbin, Kentucky, USA
December 10, 2011

Dr. David Wertz
Dubuque, Iowa, USA
July 26, 2010

Dr. William Brennan
Warwick, Rhode Island, USA
January 4, 2011

Dr. Raymond George Jr.
North Attleboro, Massachusetts, USA
August 13, 2013

Dr. Juri Kurol
Tanumshede, Sweden
October 17, 2011

Dr. Mark Pokrovski
Lviv, Ukraine
April 9, 2012

Dr. Yasuhiko Yoshida
Tokorozawa, Japan
November 10, 2012

Dr. Earl Broker
Voorhees, New Jersey, USA
August 16, 2013

Dr. Pavel Godoroja
Chisinau, Moldova
April 27, 2011

Dr. Barry Levin
Altamonte Springs, Florida, USA
November 9, 2010

Dr. James Rehak
Naples, Florida, USA
January 26, 2011
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Dr. Donald Woodside Died July 19
N e w s

&

A n n o u n c e m e n t s
CONTINUED

The Association of Orthodontists (Singapore)
(AOS) held its Biennial Orthodontic Congress and
Exhibition March 21-25, 2013, at the Marina Bay
Sands in Singapore. The three-day program drew
563 delegates. Twenty key speakers participated in the
program, which also included pre- and post-congress
workshops, a poster competition and a public forum.
Dr. Ravindra Nanda delivered the keynote lecture.
The scientific program also featured Dr. Ali
Darendeliler, Dr. Andrew Sandham, Dr. Birte Melsen,
Dr. David Manton, Dr. Eric Liou, Dr. John Lin, Dr.
Junji Sugawara, Dr. Mauricio González, Dr. Mithran
Goonewardene, Dr. Roberto Justus, Dr. Tony Weir,
Dr. Young Guk Park, Dr. David Tay, Dr. Seah Tian Ee
and Dr. Michael Mah.
The AOS will hold its next Biennial Orthodontic
Congress in 2015.

The Association of Ukrainian Orthodontists (AUO)
held the 1st Ukrainian Orthodontic Congress and
4th Meeting of the AUO Sept. 12-13, 2013, at the Kiev
Intercontinental Hotel in Kiev, Ukraine. The Congress
drew more than 250 attendees.
The lecture topics focused on new technologies
in orthodontics and multidisciplinary approaches to
orthodontic care. Invited speakers included Dr. Roberto
Justus, president of the WFO; Dr. Michael Gorbonos,
Dr. Persin Leonid, Dr. Federico Hernandez Alfaro,
Dr. Guido Sampermans, Dr. Simonas Grybauskas,
Dr. Popov Sergey, Dr. Tokarevich Igor, Dr. Senyuk
Andrey and Dr. Dimitris Mavreas.
The 2nd Ukrainian Orthodontic Congress will be held
in September 2015.

WFO President Dr. Roberto Justus, left, was an
invited speaker at the 1st Ukrainian Orthodontic
Congress and 4th Meeting of the Association of
Ukrainian Orthodontists (AUO). Dr. Justus is with
Dr. Myroslava Drohomyretska, the 2013-2017 president
of the AUO. She is the head of the Orthodontic
Department at P.L. Shupyk National Medical Academy
of Postgraduate Education.

Dr. Jorge Castillo, past president of the Peruvian
Society of Orthodontics and a WFO fellow, is now
serving as president of the International Association
of Pediatric Dentistry (IAPD), which focuses on creating
a forum for the exchange of international information
concerning pediatric oral health, contributing to the
progress and promotion of children’s oral health,
encouraging pediatric oral health and arranging
scientific meetings. Dr. Castillo is a professor in the
Department of Dentistry for Children and Adolescents
at Cayetano Heredia University and an affiliate
assistant professor in the Department of Oral
Sciences at the University of Washington.

The Greek Association for Orthodontic Study &
Research (GAOSR) published its first issue of the
Greek Journal of Orthodontics in 2012 and has now
made it available online. The GAOSR, which has been
an affiliate organization of the WFO since 2002,
publishes the journal once a year. Each issue is
offered in both Greek and English. The journal can be
reviewed online or downloaded as a PDF file. Go to
www.eogme.gr to read the latest issue (select the
Publications tab on the home page). The next issue
will be published before the end of this year and will
be available online in early 2014.

The journal is unique in that it focuses on one
subject per issue. “Through consultation with our
Greek academic colleagues, the Board of Directors of
the GAOSR found that there is a need for a journal that
covers a single clinical topic,” said Dr. Gerassismos
Angelopoulos, co-editor-in-chief of the Greek Journal
of Orthodontics. “Each issue is assigned to an issue
editor, who assumes the responsibility to choose the
authors who will give the best possible coverage of
the selected topic.”
Dr. Margarita Makou, professor and head of the
University of Athens Orthodontic Department, served
as the first issue editor and brought together seven
articles that address dental agenesis. The issue covers
the basic prerequisites for locating missing teeth
with imaging techniques, epidemiological data in
Greece, the genetic background of agenesis, as well
as treatment regimens that emphasize orthodontics
and restorative rehabilitation.
Dr. Nick Pandis, a past vice-president of the
GAOSR, is serving as the issue editor for the upcoming
edition of the journal.

The Indonesian Association of Orthodontists (IAO)
held its 8th Annual Meeting at the Sahid Rich Hotel in
Jogjakarta, Indonesia, June 6-8, 2013. More than 600
orthodontists and orthodontic residents attended the
meeting, which was chaired by Dr. Darmawan
Sutantyo.
The main speakers were Dr. Lee Graber and Dr.
Straty Righellis. Twenty local and international speakers
also gave short lectures. These lecturers included Dr.
Jusuf Sjamsudin, Dr. Eky Soeria Soemantri, Dr. Pinandi
Sri Pudyani, Dr. Somchai Satravaha, Dr. Jun Wang,
Dr. Johnny Liaw, Dr. William Choi, Dr. Chng Chai Kiat,
Dr. Nikhilesh Vaid, and Dr. Hung-Cheng Chiu. Dr. Liaw
and Dr. Vaid were the speakers for the pre-conference
course that focused on applications of TADs in the
daily orthodontic practice and clear aligners.
The social program included a special dinner at
the Prambanan Temple, which is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
The IAO will hold its 9th Annual Meeting Oct. 9-11,
2014, in Bali. The meeting will be held in conjunction
with its 9th National Congress. For more information,
go to www.ikorti-iaomeeting.com.

The Indian Orthodontic Society (IOS) held its
1st Symposium on Practice Management & Ethical
Marketing June 16-17, 2013, at the Hilton Hotel in
Mumbai, India. From left, Dr. Nikhilesh Vaid, chief
editor of APOS Trends and scientific convenor of
the symposium; Dr. A.V. Arun, honorary secretary
of the IOS; Dr. V.S. Kohli, president of the IOS;
Dr. Keki Mistry, founder and member of the IOS;
and Dr. Joseph Varghese, president-elect of the
IOS and chairman of the IOS Public Awareness
Committee, participate in the symposium’s Opening
Ceremony. One hundred IOS members registered
for this symposium that emphasized practice
management and ethical marketing and promoted
the new IOS Public Awareness Program. The revenue
from the symposium and member donations are
funding the Public Awareness Program, which
aims to increase awareness of orthodontics and
orthodontists among the general public.
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of Dentistry, University of Toronto. He is also a recipient of the
Canadian Association of Orthodontists’ Distinguished Service
Award. In 2005, the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
awarded him a Fellowship in Dental Surgery ad hominem.
Dr. Woodside was a fellow in the Royal College of Dentists
of Canada, a diplomate of the ABO, and a fellow in the American
College of Dentists. He was also an honorary member of the
Società Italiana di Ortodonzia, the British Society for the Study
of Orthodontics, the Dutch Society of Orthodontists, the South
African Society of Orthodontists, the Taiwan Association of
Orthodontists and the Ontario Association of Orthodontists. In
1996, he was named a Member of the Order of Canada, which is
the highest civilian honor awarded by the government of Canada.
In recognition of his contributions and achievements, Dr.
Woodside received both the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee
Medal and the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal.
Behind all of these awards was a man who lived life to the
fullest and could captivate an audience with his funny stories,
Dr. Vendittelli said. “Don loved people and was interested in
their lives,” he said. “When I started working with him, I was
amazed at how he would remember the details of his patients,
their families and their interests. He conversed with them
effortlessly and made them feel comfortable. I often will meet
a former patient who wants to stop and talk about Don and
how much they enjoyed being a part of his practice.”
Dr. Woodside was preceded in death by his wife, Sheila.
He is survived by his three sons, Blake, Thane and Scott; three
daughters-in-law, Anne, Tina and Kim; two sisters, Elaine and
Eleanor; and eight grandchildren.

1 9 th A L A D O C o n g r e s s ,
9 ABOR International Congress
draws orthodontists from Latin America
th

The Asociacíon Latinoamericana de Ortodoncia
(ALADO) and the Associaçao Brasileira de Ortodontia
e Ortopedia Facial (ABOR) hosted the 19th ALADO
Congress and 9th ABOR International Congress in Natal,
Brazil, Oct. 9-12, 2013.
This large continuing-education event featured
special lectures by Dr. Roberto Justus, WFO president;
Dr. Lucia Cevidanes of the United States; Dr. Hugo De
Clerck of Belgium; and Dr. Eustaquio Araújo of the
United States. The ALADO Clinical Forum, held on
Oct. 10, featured eight speakers.

The Asociacíon Latinoamericana de Ortodoncia
(ALADO) held its General Assembly during the 19th
ALADO Congress in October 2013. The participants
included these orthodontists: front row, from left,
Dr. Germán Puerta Salazar of Colombia; Dr. Roberto
Justus, president of the WFO; Dr. Lía Sokolowicz
of Argentina; Dr. Kurt Faltin Jr. of Brazil, ALADO
president; Dr. Julia Harfin of Argentina, ALADO
secretary; Dr. Elena Kavaliauskis of Uruguay;
back row, from left, Dr. Hernan Palomino of Chile;
Dr. Raul Vera of Paraguay; Dr. Andres Goycoolea of
Chile; Dr. Alfredo Paz of Bolivia; Dr. Gerson Cabezas
of Ecuador; Dr. Fernando Silva-Esteves Raffo of
Peru; Dr. Omar Betancourt Ibarra of Venezuela; Dr.
Ricardo Machado of Brazil; Dr. Jose Maria Robles
of Mexico; and Dr. Gabriel Amador Peña of Mexico.
Dr. Faltin and Dr. Harfin directed this business
meeting that focused on how to promote the
integration of the orthodontic organizations
and the development of the scientific aspects of
the specialty of orthodontics in Mexico, Central
America, South America and the Caribbean.
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Asociación Mexicana de Ortodoncia
47th Annual Session

European Orthodontic Society
90th Congress

Società Italiana di Ortodonzia
45th SIDO International Congress

March 5-8, 2014
Moon Palace Golf & Spa Resort
Riviera Maya/Cancun, Mexico
www.amo.org.mx
e-mail: amo@preregistro.mx

June 18-21, 2014
Warsaw, Poland
www.eos2014.com

October 9-11, 2014
Fortezza da Basso
Florence, Italy
www.sido.it
e-mail: segreteria@sido.it

Società Italiana di Ortodonzia
Spring Meeting

September 3-5, 2014
Santiago, Chile
e-mail: palomino.hernan@gmail.com

Sociedad de Ortodoncia de Chile
XV International Congress

March 6-8, 2014
Centro Congressi Lingotto
Lingotto, Turin, Italy
www.sido.it
e-mail: segreteria@sido.it

Canadian Association of Orthodontists
Annual Session

Australian Society of Orthodontists
24th Australian Orthodontic Congress

March 29-April 2, 2014
Adelaide Convention Center
Adelaide, South Australia, Australia
www.aso2014adelaide.com.au
e-mail: aso2014@fcconventions.com.au
Greek Orthodontic Society
13th International Symposium

April 5-6, 2014
President Hotel
Athens, Greece
www.grortho.gr

September 4-6, 2014
Fairmont Queen Elizabeth Hotel
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
http://cao-aco.org/EVENTS/future.asp
Sociedad Argentina de Ortodoncia
VII Congreso Internacional de Ortodoncia

September 17-20, 2014
Buenos Aires, Argentina
www.ortodoncia.org.ar
e-mail: secretaria@ortodoncia.org.ar
British Orthodontic Society
28th British Orthodontic Conference

September 18-20, 2014
Edinburgh, Scotland
www.bos.org.uk

Società Italiana di Ortodonzia
Collegio dei Docenti

Czech Orthodontic Society
Czech-Slovak Orthodontic Congress

April 10-12, 2014
Rome, Italy
www.sido.it
e-mail address: segreteria@sido.it

September 18-20, 2014
NH Olomouc Congress Hotel
Olomouc, Czech Republic
www.orthodont-cz.cz

American Association of Orthodontists
114th Annual Session

April 25-29, 2014
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center
New Orleans, Louisiana, USA
www.AAOinfo.org

Indonesian Association of Orthodontists
9th Annual Meeting & 9th National Congress

October 9-11, 2014
Bali, Indonesia
www.ikorti-iaomeeting.com

Asian Pacific Orthodontic Society
9th Asian Pacific Orthodontic Conference

October 17-20, 2014
Kuching, Sarawak, Borneo, Malaysia
www.9apoc.com
Taiwan Association of Orthodontists
Taiwan International Orthodontic Forum
& 26th Annual TAO Conference

November 21-23, 2014
Taipei International Convention Center
Taipei, Taiwan
www.tiof2014.org.tw
e-mail: tao.taiwan@msa.hinet.net
American Association of Orthodontists
115th Annual Session

May 15-19, 2015
Moscone Center
San Francisco, California, USA
www.AAOinfo.org
Canadian Association of Orthodontists
Annual Session

September 17-19, 2015
Fairmont Empress Hotel
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
http://cao-aco.org/EVENTS/future.asp
8th International Orthodontic Congress® &
5th Meeting of the World Federation of Orthodontists

September 27-30, 2015
ExCeL London
London, England
http://wfo2015london.org/
For an up-to-date meeting listing, visit the WFO Web site
at www.wfo.org. Send meeting updates to Ms. Terri Wise
at wfo@wfo.org.

Dr. Thom is WFO President-elect
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promote the specialty of orthodontics worldwide. We do not
know what changes may have to be addressed in the coming
years, but we are more likely to manage them by following a
logical approach that uses our objectives as a base to develop
our strategies and tactics.
“The WFO is there for its members. The members are there
for patients who are in need of our services. The WFO should
always have something for everyone, including the established
fellows, the newly qualified orthodontists who are setting up
their offices and the postgraduate students who are the seed
corn of the profession. In return, WFO fellows can also help
the less fortunate orthodontic patients by giving of their time
and services. I am looking forward to continuing the good work
of this organization and building upon the efforts of those who
served before me.”
Dr. Thom is a past president of the British Orthodontic
Society (BOS), the European Federation of Orthodontics (FEO)
and the British Orthodontic Technicians Association (BOTA).
A life member of the BOS, Dr. Thom is also the recipient of the
BOS Special Service Award. He is a member of the British Dental
Association, the European Orthodontic Society and the American
Association of Orthodontists.
Dr. Thom, who has been in part-time private practice for
more than 30 years, has served as a consultant orthodontist
and honorary senior lecturer for Guy’s Hospital in London. He
also served as a consultant orthodontist at the Queen Victoria
Hospital in East Grinstead, England. He has been an accredited

teacher and examiner for the Universities of London, Sri Lanka
and Malta. Dr. Thom also has a master’s degree in law and
maintains a dento-legal practice through which he works
closely with other attorneys.
In 1996, he was appointed as a consultant advisor to the
Department of Health for the Government of Malta. Through
this appointment, he helped oversee the creation of an
orthodontic service in Malta, which, at the time, did not
have any orthodontic specialists. He also trained the first two
orthodontic residents in this country. Today, the University
Malta now offers a postgraduate program in orthodontics.
In addition, Dr. Thom has dedicated himself to charity
organizations throughout his career. He is the co-founder of
Facing Africa (www.facingafrica.org), a registered charity in
the United Kingdom that raises funds to send surgical teams to
Ethiopia to treat the survivors of Noma (Cancum Oris). This rare
serious disease destroys hard and soft tissue of the mouth and
face. More than 1,000 children have benefited from the health
care provided by the surgical teams.
“I first met Dr. Thom while serving on the WFO Executive
Committee from 2005 to 2010,” said Dr. Roberto Justus,
president of the WFO. “I have a lot of respect for his work
and accomplishments in the United Kingdom and in Europe. As
vice-president, he has supported me in every way, and we have
become close friends in our endeavor to raise the orthodontic
standard of care worldwide. I am sure he will make a terrific
president.”

Visit www.wfo.org to read the latest WFO news. News briefs are posted regularly.
Submit news items to Jessica Kassel at kasselcommunications@gmail.com.

HOW TO REACH THE WFO

The Secretariat of the World Federation of Orthodontists is
based in St. Louis, Missouri, USA, and fellows or those interested
in membership may direct questions and inquiries there.
World Federation of Orthodontists
401 N. Lindbergh Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141-7816, USA
E-mail: wfo@wfo.org
Phone: +1-314-993-1700, ext. 555
Secure Fax: +1-314-985-1036
website: www.wfo.org
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