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Mayor declares Prosthodontics
Awareness Week in Virginia Beach
National Prosthodontics Awareness Week 2012 will be April 22-28. It focuses on raising public awareness about the
critical importance of a healthy mouth. This is especially important now as the link between oral health and overall
health is being increasingly documented.
Seeing the need for immediate treatment in many people in Virginia Beach, area dentist Mary T. Dooley decided to
reach out to Mayor William Sessoms to bring attention to the cause. “Oral hygiene and restorations improve an
individual’s self-esteem, Many adults who do not replace their missing teeth suffer premature aging, poor diet, loss
of function and social embarrassment,” says Dr. Dooley.
Understanding the cause, Mayor William Sessoms issued a mayoral proclamation declaring Prosthodontics
Awareness Week in Virginia Beach. It is our hope that his support will give weight to to the matter in the minds of
patients desperately in need, and yet unconvinced of necessity.
“By utilizing dental implants, fixed bridgework, removable partial dentures and complete dentures a prosthodontists’
expertise can change a smile and a life.” Dr. Dooley explains. This initiative focuses on the important role
prosthodontists have in treating patients with missing, broken and worn teeth. The American Dental Association
recognizes prosthodontists as dental specialists with two to three years of additional training after dental school in
the prevention and treatment of tooth loss and advanced expertise in comfortably treating even the most complex
dental needs of patients. The American College of Prosthodontists is urging all patients to talk with their dentists
about how to care for their damaged or missing teeth during this National Prosthodontics Awareness Week
campaign and the appropriate time to seek the care of a prosthodontist.
Virginia Beach dentist Mary T. Dooley is proud to have served in the US Navy Dental Corps before having opened
her doors to patients in private practice a decade ago. As a specialist in prosthodontics she is able to see patients
through all aspects of care, from general cleanings and examinations, through major restorative care and implant
dentistry.
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